
English Summer Reading, 2019  
Rising 8th Grade English Students 

Glen Rock Middle School 
 
 
 
A GREETING TO OUR INCOMING EIGHTH GRADERS 
 
 
Dear Eighth Graders, 
 
We’ve got great fiction books on the list; you won’t want to delay reading them.  
We think we’ve found a few books that you might not have otherwise come across, 
so that should make for happy reading. 
 
Please read as many of these novels over the summer as you wish, but choose one 
of them to complete the attached “Fiction Bookmark” with your best, neat effort. 
The bookmark is not just graded for completion; it is graded for content, depth of 
analysis, and written expression.  We will collect the bookmark on the first day of 
school, and it will be the first substantial grade of the marking period.   
 
The questions on the bookmark mirror exactly where we pick up in September, and 
it reveals some of the tasks asked of you throughout the year.  We build on your 
literary experiences from seventh grade.   
 
Later in September, we will also write about your chosen novel in class.   
 
We are looking forward to getting to know you in the warmth of our classroom and 
seeing the great skills you bring to English class! 
 
Have a safe and relaxing summer, enjoy these awesome books we’ve compiled, 
and together we will conquer your high school preparatory year when we return in 
the fall.   
 
      Bis bald, À bientôt, Hasta Luego,   

じゃあまたね, 
 
      Mrs. Samoilis & Mrs. Scotti 
      English 8 Teachers 

Glen Rock Middle School 



 The Fiction Reading List for English 8
 
Johnny Tremain     Esther Forbes 
This great historical fiction enables you to envision daily life in the tumultuous days just before the American 
Revolution.  It’s a crucial time in Johnny's life as he makes decisions for his future.  A Newbery Award winner!    
 
Charles and Emma     Deborah Heiligmann 
An unusual novel, based on evolution theorist Charles Darwin’s and his family’s journals, letters, this is a biography 
in novel format.  It is a love story despite the different ways Mr. & Mrs. Darwin think about science and the world.  
Email scottir@glenrocknj.org with your full name if you cannot find a copy of this one!  
 
The Man Who Would Be Poe   Avi 
Set during the writer’s actual lifetime, specifically during the winter of 1848, Edgar Allan Poe is one of this novel’s 
major characters.  In the genre of the detective story, a young boy named Edmund Brimmer returns to his hotel room 
one night to find his sister has mysteriously vanished from the locked room.    
 
All the Broken Pieces     Ann E. Berg 
Written in free verse, this is the story of an adopted Vietnamese boy in first-person as the boy tries to assimilate with 
his new family and environment while at the same time holding onto his Vietnamese heritage which includes a 
secret.  There are great descriptions of pitching as he becomes a skilled pitcher on the school baseball team. 
 
Devil's Arithmetic        Jane Yolen 
This historical fiction/fantasy novel is a very “accessible” M.S. novel that follows a Jewish girl living in modern day 
America at her family's Passover Seder but is transported to Poland during the height of the Nazi occupation in 1942 
where she becomes Chaya, living in a Nazi concentration camp. Great sensory imagery & descriptive writing. 
 
 
This Dark Endeavor, or the other 2 in the trilogy Kenneth Oppel 
The prequel to Shelley’s Frankenstein, Oppel explores the blurry line between science and magic.  The characters 
are children, searching for an “elixir of life”.  Intense, gory, exciting. Very well-researched and rather sophisticated. 
 
The Human Comedy    William Saroyan   
An American classic and a coming of age novel about a teenage boy, this novel takes place in California during 
WW2.  Homer works as a telegraph messenger who delivers varied types of wartime messages, creating a rich, 
poignant novel.  It’s not a “tough” read, yet mature readers will get a lot out of the themes in this novel. 
 
The Odyssey     translated by Robert Fagles 
For readers who enjoy a challenge, this is an authentic & sophisticated verse translation of Homer’s Odyssey. It is 
the full-text—great for those who want to enrich their 7th grade Ulysses experience.  Students who choose this text 
must demonstrate knowledge of this edition, beyond the 7th grade novel with the notes on the bookmark. 
 
Ties That Bind, Ties That Break   Lensey Namioka                                                                        
Ailin has watched her two older sisters go through the painful process of having their feet bound.  As Ailin enters 
adolescence, she finds that her family is no longer willing to support her. Chinese society leaves few options for 
single women, but Ailin is determined to forge her own destiny, defying traditions of upper class Chinese society.  
 
The Martian Chronicles or Fahrenheit 451  Ray Bradbury   
A collection of short stories—must read them all—form a dystopian novel about humans, Martians, and 
interplanetary colonization, bringing thought-provoking attention to some troubling human negative attitudes. OR  
Firefighters burn the outlawed books in this dystopian novel which explores censorship!  
 
Travels with Charley     John Steinbeck 
With keen insights and observations about life, race, and America during his 1960 road trip, Steinbeck’s nonfiction 
often reads like a clever novel.  It is a travelogue which recounts his 10,000 of miles across the US with his dog, 
Charley. 

mailto:scottir@glenrocknj.org
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/lensey-namioka
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FICTION 5-PAGE BOOK MARK---must be handwritten 

FIND VIVID, DESCRIPTIVE, SENSORY LANGUAGE IN YOUR NOVEL   Directions: 
• In pen, not pencil, neatly quote 3 artful, descriptive, sensory passages where word choice & imagery & “show not 

tell” are exemplary, and where the wording of the sentence is polished.  (NOT dialogue)  Do not quote passages that 
do not fit this description because you will have a tough time getting full credit on the “literary value” discussion!  
Also, avoid writing only partial quotes which clip the description too short—write the full thought.   Cite page #.   

• Next, plan your “literary value discussion” on scrap paper. 
• Then, carefully discuss the “literary value” for each quoted passage, tailoring each discussion to the specific passage.  

Show your new English teacher that you recognize skilled imagery, figurative language, sensory language, vivid word 
choice, similes, personification, etc., and can explain what’s great!   EDIT! 

• In your “literary value” discussion, be sure to refer specifically to words in the quote you’ve copied above & pick it 
apart (as our example does)!  Attach lined paper if needed.  EDIT!  5 pts each, partial credit available  
       

EXAMPLE of a quoted passage of sensory description which contains imagery, 2 similes, personification, and unique word choice in Ray Bradbury’s “The   
Fog Horn”(which we will read in September):  p. 1 “Feeling like two birds in the grey sky, McDunn and I sent the light touching out, red, then white, then red 
again, to eye the lonely ships.  And if they did not see our light, then there was always our Voice, the great deep cry of our Fog Horn shuddering through the  
rags of mist to startle the gulls away like decks of scattered cards and make the waves turn high and foam.” (No credit for significant/meaningful lines of dia- 
logue instead of sensory description.)     

EXAMPLE of a solid, specific explanation which details why you selected that particular passage:  This quote starts off drawing a comparison between the   
two men in the lighthouse and two free birds in the sky, suggesting how far away both are from civilization.  Sight and sound are two senses evoked in Brad-
bury’s description of the lighthouse:  sight is tapped with the imagery of the red and white flashing lights as well as with the simile of the seagulls flying off in 
a flock like decks of scattered cards. That simile is perfect; it captures exactly how seagulls behave. Also, “cry” of the foghorn is personified description which 
is interesting word choice because it makes the sound of the fog horn active, doing something as it cuts through the mist.    The sight of two colors, red and 
white, is mentioned, and the author used the verb “to eye” to further the imagery.  Especially great word choice is the original phrase “rags of mist” because 
rags are never normally used in that context, and rags suggest to me that the fog had choppiness in its thickness.  “Rags” is artful and original.  

page #______ 
1.quote____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please see the directions above for the “literary value”.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

               Please carefully edit to avoid loss of points. Plagiarism results in a re-do—please don’t plagiarize! 

8th Grader _________________________________________  English 8     

Title ______________________________________________   Author_______________________     1pt. 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

page #______ 

2.quote____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please see the directions above for the “literary value”.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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NAME: ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
page #______ 
3.quote____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please see the directions above for “literary value”.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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TURNING POINT or PLOT TWIST    Directions: 

• Quote a significant line of dialogue or text which creates a turning point in the novel—sending the story in a new 
direction—probably changing the ending’s outcome. Cite page #.   

• Analyze that line, explaining the plot and how it creates a turning point.  You are explaining  a.) WHY that quote is 
important in this specific story, and then also explaining b.) HOW it affected the plot.  

• Attach lined paper as needed.  Your comprehension of this novel should be apparent! EDIT! 10 pts  
 

QUOTE:__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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NAME: ______________________________ MAIN CHARACTER ANALYSIS    Directions: 

• Choose any important character and discuss that character’s prominent traits with examples.  Cite page #.   
• Explain whether this character is static, staying relatively unchanged by the end of the novel, or dynamic, having 

experienced significant character growth in some important area.  EDIT!   10 pts 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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